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Description
The present invention relates to an ophthalmic lens for diagnostic and/or surgical uses. The ophthalmic lens
provides a wide field of view, high magnification and a well-defined image. The ophthalmic lens is also made to be
disposable.
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Typical ophthalmic lens are such that they have either high magnification and a relatively limited field of view
or they have a wide field of view and a low magnification. Depending upon the particular use of the ophthalmic lens, one
or the other of these types of ophthalmic lenses is chosen. One known ophthalmic lens as shown in U.S .. Patent 4,728,813
includes a contact lens formed of polymethylmethacrylate and an aspheric lens formed of glass. The aspheric lens and
contact lens are supported in a housing with a fixed spacing between the lenses. This ophthalmic lens forms a real
image of the patient's fundus in air. Another known ophthalmic lens includes three elements, a contact lens and two
elements cemented together to form an image lens wherein the lenses are all formed of glass. This ophthalmic lens is
such that a real image of the fundus is formed inside the image lens. Moreover, the image lens provides all of the optical
power in this ophthalmic lens for magnification of the fundus. As such, the image lens is very thick, being on the order
of 3.175 em (1.25 inches). This ophthalmic lens provides a relatively wide field of view but low magnification. Heretofore,
a wide field of view and high magnification were thought to be mutually exclusive attributes of an ophthalmic lens.
[0003] Because a number of diseases, such as AIDS, can be transmitted by contact with the eye, it is critically important
that the ophthalmic lens be sterilized before each use. As such, in all of the known ophthalmic lenses, including those
described above, the housing or holder for the lenses is made of a metal capable of withstanding the high temperatures
of autoclaving without degradation. Because of the housing material and the use of glass aspheric lenses, known
ophthalmic lenses are extremely costly.
[0004] US-A-5623323 discloses a contact-type ophthalmic lens having features of the pre-characterising part of claim 1.
[0002]
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BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
In accordance with the present invention, a disposable ophthalmic lens is provided as set out in claim 1, The
disadvantages of prior ophthalmic lenses have thus been overcome. The ophthalmic lens of the present invention can
provide both high magnification and a wide field of view. The ophthalmic lens can be made to be disposable.
[0006] More particularly, the disposable ophthalmic lens may include a plastic holder supporting one or more lenses.
A sterile contact lens formed of a transparent plastic may be mounted in the holder, the contact lens may have a first
surface shaped to contact an eye when in use, The holder, with one or more lenses including the contact lens mounted
therein, may be enclosed in a package that maintains the contact lens free from contamination before use.
[0007] In an embodiment, the package is made of a non-light transmissive material so as to prevent the holder portion
from changing color while enclosed in the package. After the package is opened and the holder taken out for use, the
exposure to light will change the color of the holder portion to indicate that the ophthalmic lens has been used and should
be disposed of. Thus, the present invention can prevent inadvertent use of an ophthalmic lens that has already been
used and is not sterile.
[0008] In accordance with an embodiment of the present invention, the contact lens is mounted in a first end of the
holder, the contact lens having a surface opposite the surface shaped to contact the eye that is aspheric. An intermediate
lens is mounted in the holder and spaced between the contact lens and an image lens wherein the intermediate lens
bends peripheral rays from the contact lens towards the image lens and contributes optical power to the ophthalmic
lens. An image lens is mounted in a second end of the holder with a positive first surface through which rays from the
intermediate lens enter and are focused to form a real image inside of the image lens. A second surface of the image
lens further magnifies the real image. This ophthalmic lens provides a very wide field of view that is, for example, greater
than or equal to 60° and has high magnification. In a preferred embodiment, both the first and second surfaces of the
image lens are aspheric surfaces as well as the anterior surface of the contact lens. The three aspheric surfaces contribute
to an extremely high quality, well-defined image in addition to the wide field of view and high magnification.
[0009] These and other advantages and novel features of examples of the present invention, as well as details of an
illustrated embodiment thereof, will be more fully understood from the following description and drawings.
[0005]
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS
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OF THE DRAWING
[0010]
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Fig. 1 is a cross-sectional view of an ophthalmic lens in accordance with one embodiment of the present invention
having a contact lens, intermediate lens and image lens mounted in a holder for diagnostic and/or surgical use;
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an ophthalmic lens in accordance with a second embodiment of the present
invention for diagnostic use; and
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a package for a plurality of disposable lenses.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION
The ophthalmic lens 10 as shown in Fig. 1 provides a better defined image than known ophthalmic lenses while
providing a very wide field of view and high magnification. These advantages are attained by the use of three spaced
lenses including a contact lens 12, an intermediate field lens 14 and an image lens 16 wherein a real image of the interior
of an eye is formed inside the image lens 16.
[0012] More particularly, the contact lens 12 has a surface 18 having an approximate shape of a cornea and is intended
to contact the eye in use. For example, the surface 18 may be spherical having a radius of curvature of approximately
7.8 mm, although other radii can be used as will be apparent to one of ordinary skill. The opposite surface 20 of the
contact lens 12 is shaped so as to neutralize the optical power of the patient's cornea so that the rays exiting the contact
lens from a point on the retina 21 of a patient's eye are approximately parallel.
[0013] The rays exiting from the contact lens 12 enter a surface 22 of the field lens 14. The field lens 14 bends the
peripheral image rays such as from point B towards the image lens 16. The field lens 14 also contributes to the optical
power of the ophthalmic lens 10. Each of the surfaces 22 and 24 of the field lens 14 is a spherical surface. However,
one or both of these surfaces can be made aspheric if desired.
[0014] Rays enter a positive surface 26 of the image lens 16 and are focused by the positive curvature of the surface
26 to form a real, inverted image of the patient's retina 21 inside of the image lens 16. The opposite or anterior surface
28 of the image lens 16 has a curvature to magnify the real image 30. Further, each of the surfaces 26 and 28 is an
aspheric surface.
[0015] In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, each of the aspheric surfaces 20,26 and 28 of the ophthalmic
lens is formed of an aspheric surface defined by the following equation.
[0011]
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For surface 20, the following values are preferred.

1/C = 6.82 ± 1
40

K=-0.27
45

AI

=

-.00023 ± 0.1

50

A2 ::= .000074 ± 0.1
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A3 = 0± .001
For surface 22, the following values are preferred.
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1/C=24 ± 3

5

K = -1.65 ± 0.2

AI= .02 ± .01
10

15

A3 = 1.3 x 1o-8 ± 1 x 1o·8
For surface 24, the following values are preferred.
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1/C=-32±3

25

K=-2.7±0.5

AI = .003 ± .002
30

A2 = 4.0 x 10~± 1.0 x 10"6
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For surface 26, the following values are preferred.

1/C = 21.8 ± 3
45

K= 1.7 ± 1

AI = -.02 ± .01
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For surface 28, the following values are preferred.

1/C =-25
5

K=-3.0± 1
10

AI =0± .05

k=0±.05
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A3=0±.05
20

The ophthalmic lens 10 is made disposable by forming each of the three lenses 12, 14, and 16 of a transparent
optical plastic such as polymethylmethacrylate or PM MA. Heretofore, it was thought that lenses having aspheric surfaces
should be formed of glass. However, it has been found that an aspheric surface such as described above can be formed
of an ophthalmic plastic such as PMMA by injection molding, compression molding, casting and further by CNC machining.
Moreover, the lenses 12, 14 and 16 are supported in a housing or holder 32 that is also formed of plastic. In particular,
the holder 32 is preferably formed of an acrylic, styrene or polycarbonate.
[0017] At least a portion of the holder 32 is formed of a material that changes color in response to environmental
changes. For example, the holder portion can include a dye that changes color in the absence or presence of water. In
this embodiment, the ophthalmic lens 10 would be packaged in a sterile saline solution for example. When the lens is
taken out of the package, the color of that portion of the holder32 containing the dye would change color as the ophthalmic
lens 10 dries. In a preferred embodiment, of the present invention, a portion of the holder 32 includes a dye that changes
color as the material absorbs light A suitable photoreactive or photochromic dye in accordance, with this embodiment
of the present invention is available from Color Change Corporation of Addison, Illinois. In a preferred embodiment, the
color change is also irreversible. The package enclosing an ophthalmic lens 10 with a photo reactive holder portion is
preferably formed of a material that is non-light transmissive so that it blocks light to prevent the lens from changing
colors prior to use. When the ophthalmic lens packaging is opened and the ophthalmic lens 10 exposed to light, the
holder 32 changes color to indicate that it has been used. The holder 32 may change color, for example, from blue to
yellow or green to red such that there is a significant color change to indicate that the ophthalmic lens 10 has already
been used and should not be re-used but should be disposed of.
[0018] A disposable ophthalmic lens in accordance with the present invention need not have three lenses as illustrated
in Fig. 1. In an alternative embodiment as shown in Fig. 2, an ophthalmic lens 10' having a single lens in the form of a
fundus contact lens 12' is supported in a cone or holder 32'. In this embodiment, the entire holder 32' is preferably formed
of a material containing the photochromic or photoreactive dye. The holder 32, such as shown in Fig. 1, may be formed
of multiple sections. For example, a section 33 has an end 37 for supporting the contact lens 12 and an end 38 with a
flange for supporting the field lens 14. An intermediate section 34 with another flange may screw onto the section 33 to
hold the field lens 14 in place. The section 34 also includes a flange 40 or the like for supporting the image lens 16. A
section 35 of the holder 32 preferably screws onto the section 34 of the holder 32 so as to retain the image lens 16 in
place. In this embodiment, one or more of the surfaces 33, 34 and 35 can be formed of a material containing the dye
that changes appearance in response to environmental changes. In a further embodiment, a member 42 containing the
dye that changes appearance in response to environmental changes can be mounted on an outer surface of the holder
32 so as to form a portion of the holder although it is not integral therewith. Other variations of the holder of the present
invention can be made as well.
[0019] Fig. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a package for a plurality of ophthalmic lenses 10 in accordance with the
present invention. In this embodiment, the package is formed of a tray 50 having a number of individual compartments
52 for holding a respective, disposable ophthalmic lens 10. Each compartment 52 has a foil cover 54 or the like that can
be individually removed without removing the cover of an adjacent compartment 52 so that one ophthalmic lens 10 can
be removed from the tray 50 without altering the environment of the ophthalmic lenses contained in the adjacent com[0016]
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partments 52. In an alternative embodiment, each ophthalmic lens 10 can be contained in its own individual wrapper
that controls the environment of the ophthalmic lens 10 prior to use. It should be appreciated that, the ophthalmic lens
10 is sterilized and thereafter packaged wherein the packaging is such that it maintains the ophthalmic lens 10 free from
contaminants prior to use.
Many modifications and variations of the present invention are possible in light of the above teaching.

Claims
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1.

a contact lens (12) formed of a transparent plastic, the lens (12) having a surface (18) shaped to contact an eye;
a holder (32) for supporting one or more lenses (12, 14, 16) including the contact lens (12), the holder (32)
having an aperture therein for receiving the one or more lenses (12, 14, 16),
characterised in that at least a portion of the holder (32) is formed of a material that is photo reactive so as to
change colors when exposed to a change in the holder's environment.
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A disposable ophthalmic lens for use in contact with an eye comprising:

2.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 1 wherein the color change is irreversible.

3.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 2 wherein the contact lens (12) is formed of polymethylmethacrylate.

4.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 2 wherein the contact lens (12) is an injection moldable lens.

5.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 2 wherein the contact lens (12) is a compression moldable lens.

6.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 2 wherein the contact lens (12) is a lens obtainable by casting.

7.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 2 wherein the contact lens (12) is a machinable lens.

8.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 1 including a non-light transmissive package (50) enclosing the
holder (32) and the contact lens (12).

9.

A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 1 wherein the color change on exposure to light is irreversible.
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10. A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 1 including at least one other lens (14, 16) supported in the holder
(32), all of the lens being formed of a transparent plastic.

11. A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 1 including an image lens (16) mounted in an end of the holder
(32) opposite an end of the holder in which the contact lens (12) is mounted and a field lens (14) disposed between
the contact lens (12) and image lens (16),
12. A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 11 wherein said ophthalmic lens has at least three aspheric surfaces
(20, 26, 28).

45

13. A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 12 wherein one of the aspheric surfaces (20) is a surface of the
contact lens (12) and the two other aspheric surfaces (26, 28) are surfaces of the image lens (16).

14. A disposable ophthalmic lens as recited in claim 1 wherein the contact lens (12) has a surface (20) opposite the
eye contacting surface (18) that is aspheric.
50

Patentanspruche
1.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse zur Verwendung in Kontakt mit einem Auge, umfassend:

55

eine Kontaktlinse (12) aus einem transparenten Kunststoff, wobei die Linse (12) eine Flache (18) aufweist, die
fUr den Kontakt mit einem Auge geformt ist,
eine Halterung (32), um eine oder mehrere Linse(n) (12, 14, 16), einschlieBiich der Kontaktlinse (12), zu tragen,

6
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wobei die Halterung (32) eine Offnung darin aufweist, um die eine oder mehreren Linse(n) (12, 14, 16) aufzunehmen,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass mindestens ein Abschnitt der Halterung (32) aus einem Material ist, das
photoreaktiv ist, so dass es die Farben wechselt, wenn es einer Veranderung in der Umgebung der Halterung
ausgesetzt ist.

5

2.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 1, wobei der Farbwechsel irreversibel ist.

3.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 2, wobei die Kontaktlinse (12) aus Polymethylmethacrylat ist.

4.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 2, wobei die Kontaktlinse (12) eine durch SpritzgieBen ausformbare
Linse ist.

5.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 2, wobei die Kontaktlinse (12) eine durch Formpressen ausformbare
Linse ist.

6.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 2, wobei die Kontaktlinse (12) eine durch GieBen erhaltliche Linse ist.

7.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 2, wobei die Kontaktlinse (12) eine maschinell bearbeitbare Linse ist.

8.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 1, umfassend eine lichtundurchlassige Verpackung (50), die die Halterung (32) und die Kontaktlinse (12) umgibt.

9.

Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 1, wobei der Farbwechsel nach Einwirkung von Licht irreversibel ist.
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10. Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 1, umfassend mindestens eineweitere Linse (14, 16), die die Halterung
(32) tragt, wobei aile Linsen aus einem transparenten Kunststoff sind.

30

11. Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 1, umfassend eine Bildlinse (16), die in einem Ende der Halterung
(32) aufgenommen ist, gegenuber einem En de der Halterung, in dem die Kontaktlinse (12) aufgenommen ist, wobei
eine Feldlinse (14) zwischen der Kontaktlinse (12) und der Bildlinse (16) angeordnet ist.
12. Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 11, wobei die ophthalmische Linse mindestens drei aspharische
Flachen (20, 26, 28) aufweist.

35

13. Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 12, wobei eine der aspharischen Flachen (20) eine Flache der Kon-

taktlinse (12) ist und die anderen beiden aspharischen Flachen (26, 28) Flachen der Bildlinse (16) sind.
14. Ophthalmische Einweglinse gemaB Anspruch 1, wobei die Kontaktlinse (12) eine Flache (20) gegenuber der Flache

(18), die Kontakt mit dem Auge hat, aufweist, die aspharisch ist.
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Revendications
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1.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable

a utiliser en contact avec un oeil comprenant:

une lentille de contact (12) realisee en matiere plastique transparente, Ia lentille (12) presentant une surface
(18) formee de maniere a se mettre en contact avec un oeil;
un porte-lentilles (32) pour soutenir une ou plusieurs lentilles (12, 14, 16) comportant Ia lentille de contact (12),
le porte-lentilles (32) presentant une ouverture dedans destinee a recevoir Ia ou les plusieurs lentilles (12, 14, 16),
caracterisee en ce qu'au moins une partie du porte-lentilles (32) est realisee en un materiau qui est photoreactif
de sorte a changer de couleurs lorsqu'il est expose a un changement dans l'environnement du porte-lentilles.

50

2.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 1 dans laquelle le changement de couleur est irreversible.

3.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 2 dans laquelle Ia lentille de contact (12) est realisee en polymethacrylate de methyle.

55
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4.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 2 dans laquelle Ia lentille de contact (12) est une lentille moulable
par injection.

5.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 2 dans laquelle Ia lentille de contact (12) est une lentille moulable
par compression.

6.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 2 dans laquelle Ia lentille de contact (12) est une lentille pouvant
etre obtenue par coulee.

7.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 2 dans laquelle Ia lentille de contact (12) est une lentille qui peut
etre usinee.

8.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 1 comportant un etui (50) ne laissant pas passer Ia lumiere
entourant le porte-lentilles (32) et Ia lentille de contact (12).

9.

Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 1 dans laquelle le changement de couleur lors de I' exposition
Ia lumiere est irreversible.
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10. Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 1 comportant au moins une autre lentille (14, 16) soutenue dans
2o

le porte-lentilles (32), toute Ia lentille etant realisee en une matiere plastique transparente.

a image (16) montee dans une extremite
du porte-lentilles (32) s'opposant a une extremite du porte-lentilles ou Ia lentille de contact (12) est montee et une
lentille de champ (14) disposee entre Ia lentille de contact (12) et Ia lentille a image (16).

11. Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 1 comportant une lentille

25

12. Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 11, dans laquelle ladite lentille ophtalmique a au moins trois
surtacesaspheriques(20,26,28).

30

13. Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 12, dans laquelle l'une des surtaces aspheriques (20) est une
surtace de Ia lentille de contact (12) et les deux autres surtaces aspheriques (26, 28) sont des surtaces de Ia lentille
a image (16)
14. Lentille ophtalmique jetable selon Ia revendication 1, dans laquelle Ia lentille de contact (12) a une surtace (20) en
regard de Ia surtace (18) contactant l'oeil, qui est aspherique.
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